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Emergent Literacy 

ÅReading, writing, speaking and listening 
influence each other so that literacy emerges 
across time. 

Å9ƳŜǊƎŜƴǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ƛǎ άΧǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ 
behaviours that precede and develop into 
ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅέ ό{ǳƭȊōȅΣ мффмύ 



Conventional Literacy  

ÅTraditional reading and writing behaviours 



A Traditional/Readiness View of 
Literacy 

ÅLiteracy is learned in a predetermined, 
sequential manner that is linear, additive and 
unitary 

ÅLiteracy learning is school-based 

ÅLiteracy learning requires mastery of certain 
prerequisite skills 

ÅSome children will never learn to read 



Traditional Model of Literacy 
Learning (Erickson, 1999) 
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Current/Emergent View of 
Literacy 

ÅLiteracy development is constructive, 
interactive, recursive, and emergent; 

ÅLiteracy development is a process that begins 
at birth and perhaps before; 

Å9ƳŜǊƎŜƴǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ƛǎ άΧǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ 
behaviours that precede and develop into 
ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅέΤ 

ÅEmergent literacy is appropriate for all 
children.  



Oral and Written Language 
Development  

(Koppenhaver, Coleman, Kalman & Yoder, 1991. Adapted from Teale and Sulzby, 
1989) 
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Emergent Literacy 

Written language activities and experiences 
should not be withheld while speech, 
language, motor or other skill(s) develop to 
arbitrary, prerequsite levels. 

Koppenhaver and Erickson (2000) 



Emergent Literacy 

ÅEmergent Literacy behaviours are fleeting and 
variable depending on text, task and 
environment. 

ÅThe functions of print are as integral to 
literacy as the forms. 



Kade and Georgia 



What have we been doing at 
Malkara? 



Assessment 

ÅAssessed two students from each classroom at 
beginning of year 

ÅThese students will be re-assessed at the end 
of the year 

ÅAssessed on elements such as alphabet 
knowledge, phonological awareness, concepts 
about print, work knowledge, listening 
comprehension, reading comprehension, 
writing. 



Emergent Literacy 

ÅEvery student has a pencil! 

ÅProviding a literacy rich environment 

ÅEnsuring links between environment and print 
are constantly reinforced 

ÅAlphabet books 

ÅPhonological awareness activities 
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