
 

 

14 December 2018 

Diary Dates: 

• End of Year Concert 
Friday 14 December 
CANCELLED 

• Year 6 Graduation 
Tuesday 18 December 
10:00am - 11:30am  

• First day back 2019 
Tuesday 5 February 
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Dear Families 
 

As we put together our final newsletter for 2018 we have been busy getting ready for our end 

of year concert this Friday morning, closely followed by our Year 6 Graduation next Tuesday 

morning. 
 

Thank you for your understanding this morning during our incident. We were disappointed to 

have to cancel the concert today but had to make the decision based on the advice of the 

police and the knowledge that the need to evacuate the school was already deeply unsettling 

for many of our students. We plan to run through the concert one day next week for the 

school so that each class can see each other’s items.  
 

As the year winds up it is also time to farewell staff members who are leaving Malkara and 

acknowledge the valuable contributions they have made to the school and student learning: 

Caroline Cooper, Sandy Bates-Ineson and Michal Bundy are leaving us next week. I extend my 

thanks to all three teachers- they have consistently provided a rich learning environment for 

the children in their classes during their time at Malkara. On behalf of our school community I 

wish them well in their next adventures in teaching. 
 

In addition to our very grown up Year 6 students, we also farewell Lily F and Christian P (from 

Emerald room) and Lillie F (from Purple room) who are all moving to new school settings. We 

are looking forward to hearing about your new schools; I hope you will write us a letter some 

time next year to tell us all about it. 
 

On Monday you will receive your child’s end of year report and photo story. If there is any 

detail of the report you would like to discuss with your class teacher please do not hesitate to 

contact them or me. The finishing touches on our 2019 classes are almost done. A photo of 

each 2019 class, including staff members, will be sent home by Friday of next week.  
 

Finally - as we farewell our Year 6 students, we also farewell their families. In particular I want 

to acknowledge and thank Paul Hyauiason for his long term support of both the P & C and 

school board over the years that Nickie has been at Malkara. We are especially appreciative of 

the huge work Paul put into the organisation and running of the MRE every year. With Paul at 

the helm, the event has gone without a hitch and we’re not quite sure what next year is going 

to look like yet! On behalf of the school community I extend my sincere thanks to Paul and his 

family. 
 

I wish you all a happy and safe holiday. 
 

Allison 
Principal  

http://www.malkara.act.edu.au/


 

Important Information regarding changes to therapy service provision at 
Cranleigh/ Malkara Schools in 2019 

 

Our schools welcome the opportunity to work with many organisations that support our students 

and families.  To streamline processes and facilitate communication amongst our school and all of 

our supporting agencies, we have changed our processes for therapy provision commencing 2019. 

How has the process changed? 

Both Cranleigh and Malkara Schools will be providing a thorough induction session for all therapists 

requesting to visit students at our school.  During this session we will present our school therapy 

protocols and provide the relevant policies and forms that need to be completed.   

How often will the induction sessions be held at Cranleigh or Malkara School? 

Each school will be conducting three sessions in Term 1, two sessions in Terms 2 and 3, and one 

session at the beginning of Term 4.  The sessions will take approximately 30 – 45 minutes. 

Induction sessions will commence in Week 3 of Term 1 2019.   

Who should attend? 

Every therapist must attend an induction session, including therapists who have already been 

working in our schools this year.  This is an annual process.   

What is the main change from 2018? 

Induction sessions must be attended before therapists can visit students in schools.  Previously we 

have been conducting induction sessions individually, however now therapists will need to attend 

the schedule sessions. 

Please note that therapists only need to attend one session at either Cranleigh or Malkara School 

(not both schools).  The schools will coordinate with each other to transfer information. 

Will therapists be informed? 

We are sending information to therapy services via email and information will be available at the 

school. 

Other changes? 

Both Cranleigh and Malkara schools are currently reviewing and updating their therapy provision 

policy and practices, including new consent forms.  In addition, therapists will not be able to visit the 

school during 9am and 11am as these are deemed our core teaching and learning times.   

We will be liaising closely with therapists to ensure that our processes are well embedded in 2019. 

If you have any questions please contact Cranleigh School on 61420444 or Malkara School on 

61420266. 

Thank you for working with us to provide quality learning experiences for our students.   

 

Dagmar  
Deputy Principal  



 

Chaplain’s Report 
As Chaplain this year it has been wonderful to see the ways in which all the students have developed 
their interaction, communication and learning skills within the school. As school draws to a close we 
have much to celebrate and many happy memories. 
As the school chaplain of Malkara I am very proud of all your children and all they have achieved this 
year. I am also so blessed to be a part of the Malkara team.  All staff at Malkara do an amazing job 
and it has been a real honour to be invited to journey with both Staff and children through this year. 
The staff at Malkara genuinely care about the whole child as well as their learning which makes Mal-
kara a special place to be a part of.  
Teachers, staff, families, parents and students are all truly remarkable. I thank you all for welcoming 
me as your Chaplain for another year.  Next year will be my 5th Year as Chaplain. The chaplaincy ser-
vices I provide at Malkara School include:  
  Providing emotional, social and spiritual support to students, families and staff;  
 Building safe and supportive relationships  with students, families and staff;  
 Supporting families to connect with the NDIS program;  
 Interacting  with teachers to support students with behavioral and personal struggles; 
 Supporting P&C activities in the school;  
 Participating in the school’s inclusion program, assisting classes in taking children to other 
schools; & 
 Supporting  families when a family member or child is in hospital.  
Whilst I provide pastoral services that include physical, emotional and spiritual support, as a chaplain 
I am not a guidance officer or a substitute teacher, or involved in any Religious Education program. I 
am here to help with everyday life issues, as well as the more critical ones such as relationship issues, 
family breakdown, stress, anxiety and low self-esteem. I serve Malkara by providing support and en-
couragement when things are going well, but also a listening ear, caring presence and message of 
hope when extra support is needed. I am here to journey with all our community regardless of faith 
and tradition.  
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families all of the very best for the summer 
Holiday. May it be a safe, healthy and happy break and whatever your holiday plans are, may they be 
enjoyable! 
 However you celebrate your holidays, stay safe and well and we look forward 
to catching up with you next year. 

 

Many Blessings, 

Andrea 
School Chaplain 

First day back to school in 2019 

Preschool meetings only: Monday 4 February  

All students back 

 Tuesday 5 February 

http://www.malkara.act.edu.au/information/calendar


 

 

to our year 6 

Graduates!  

The Malkara family wishes you all the best on your next 

adventure in high school.   



 

 

Healthy Choices with Blue Class 
The students of Blue Class make 'Healthy Choices' about food and exercise. 

The playground offers many opportunities to grow strong, make friends and have lots of fun. 

‘Perhaps pushing the handles together will help 

me scoop up more sand'. Christian will work at 

it for as long as it takes to succeed. 

Coordination and balance help 

David do star jumps on the 

trampoline. 

Opal takes a break and plans where to 

play next. 

From the top of the climbing frame David and 

Christian can see the whole playground and 

watch all their friends have fun. 



 

 

Callum observed the trees carefully and 

noted how they changed throughout the 

year. 

'Mmm, let me see. I'll tell you my favourite activity''. 

Opal tells Lachie via a PODD. 

The sandpit offers Seb and Christian the 

opportunity to share and take turns. 

Sophie helped to plant the garden and paint a 

mural in the Sensory Corner. 

'Look  at me' says Sam. 

'Holding on with two hands and standing 

straight help me to balance. Wow, it's 

magic'.



 

 

Pink    

The Pink Room Pink Flamingos have had a wonderful year involved in many 

interesting activities and learning through play. 
 

A look at some things we have done in Term 4, so far.  We grew peas in the 

garden, watering them weekly.  When they were ready, in October, we 

picked them, looked at them, handled them and some of us ate them! 

We have looked at old ways of cooking 

and more modern methods and enjoyed 

the fruits of our labour. There is lots of 

eating in the Pink Flamingos.  
One week, we had a wonderful 

parent helper, Iman, helping us in 

the kitchen. 



 

 

The Pink Flamingos also looked at and handled old 

and modern telephones. It was interesting to 

observe how they all knew how to operate the 

1940’s telephone.  

A big highlight of the term was our excursion to 

The National Zoo and Aquarium. It was a 

wonderful day as we managed to dodge a few 

showers and greatly enjoyed parents joining us.  



 

Nature Play Co-Design Session  

Malkara students will be participating in an ACT Government co-design session to plan a 

new nature play space at Eddison Park. The session will be run at the school by a visiting 

teacher, Emily Regan, and a Play Consultant from the University of Canberra, Dr Cathy 

Hope.  

Children’s input into the planning of play spaces is essential to the successful final design. 

During the session, children will consider the places and ways that they like to play and the 

environmental elements (such as sand, water and rocks) that they 

prefer. They will discuss and represent their preferences and 

influence the final design. 

This co-design session is one of a variety of community 

consultation opportunities that will be conducted. All families and 

community members can also have their say at a public  pop-up 

stall the Southside Farmers Markets on Sunday 13 January 2019. 

Malkara School Board Nominations  
 

Are you aware of the Malkara School Board?  Being on the Board is an  
excellent way to contribute to Malkara’s strategic direction and participate in 
decision making. It is not onerous, we generally meet once per term. 
 

Malkara School will have two parent and/or citizen positions available from      
1 April 2019, which are for a period of two years. All members of the Malkara 
school community are eligible to nominate (or re-nominate) for these positions. 
Please consider nominating. 
 

Nomination forms will available in the first week of next term. Nominations 
open 11.00am on Monday 4 February 2019 and close 11.00am on Monday 18 
February 2019.  If more than two nominations are received then an election 
will be held. 
 

Please contact the Malkara Office on 6142 0266 for more information. 
 

Michelle Fitzgibbon 
Returning Officer 



 

 

Give A Young Carer A Brighter Future  
 

Imagine how hard it is for a child to every day look after a parent 
living with a long-term illness or disability. Carers ACT is calling 
on your school community to donate to its young carer appeal 
to give young people a break from caring these holidays and 
help them through school next year. Instead of doing 
schoolwork and hanging out with friends, many young carers 
spend their time instead caring, cooking, cleaning, shopping, 
paying bills, looking after younger siblings. They often struggle 
at school, have little time to themselves and are more likely to 
have mental health issues. Please give them a brighter future.  
To donate visit carersact.org.au/donate or call 6296 9900. Or 
why not give someone a meaningful gift this Christmas with a 
donation gift card and help make a lasting difference to a young 
carer in need. 

Make sure you and your family are 

prepared for a changing climate. Take 

the four Climate Ready quizzes for your 

chance to WIN $1,000. Terms and 

Conditions apply. Competition closes 

31 January 2019. Visit https://

www.environment.act.gov.au to get 

Climate Ready today. 

carersact.org.au/donate
https://www.environment.act.gov.au/
https://www.environment.act.gov.au/
https://www.environment.act.gov.au/

