
 

 

30 August 2018 

Diary Dates: 

 Father’s Day Stall 
Friday 31st August 

 Learning Journeys 
Monday 10 September 

 Zoo Excursions 
17 & 24 September 

 Year 5/6 Sleepover 
Friday 21 September 

 End of Year Concert 
Friday 14 December 

 Year 6 Graduation 
Tuesday 18 December 

Inside this issue: 

Principal’s report 

Deputy Principal’s 

Red Rockets 

Science Week 

Community notices 

 Assembly  
Fridays @ 12:15pm/ 

2:15pm 

Week 7 Teal/ Aqua 

Week 10 Silver/ Mauve 

Subject to change 

Dear Families 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported our 2018 MRE - whether you were part of the 
tireless organising team, helped on the weekend or came along to enjoy the event, 
we appreciate your contribution to the success of the weekend. 
 

Our School Board has a new executive- congratulations to our new board chair, Jillian 
Reay-Smith, and our ongoing deputy chair, Paul Hyauiason.  At this time I would also 
like to extend my sincere thanks to our outgoing board chair, Nicole Mackey. We have 
been fortunate to have had the Mackie family in our community for a number of 
years and in particular Nicole on the Malkara School Board since 2012. During this 
time Nicole has been a source of knowledge, good humour, wisdom and leadership. 
On behalf of the students, Board, staff and families of Malkara School I would like to 
thank Nicole for her  invaluable contribution to our school and we wish Andrew all the 
best for his future in high school. 
 

We have recently celebrated Science Week and 
Book Week at Malkara. During Science Week 
classes across the school participated in Science 
activities- you will see photos in this week’s 
newsletter. Book Week was an opportunity to 
celebrate books and reading, with an outdoor 
reading event every day during a play break. It 
was an great opportunity to relax in the sun and 
enjoy some of the new books we have in the 
library. 
 

Unfortunately our planned parent and carer TRUST information evening  for next 
week has been postponed by the ANU team. They are looking at a Term 4 date. Well 
keep you posted. 
 

You will shortly be receiving information about Learning Journeys coming up in week 
8. After the overwhelming response to Learning Journeys last year we have decided to 
provide opportunities across the week for parents to visit, rather than have everyone 
come at the same time. Your class teacher will send home times for you to choose 
from. 
 

Warm regards 
 

Allison  
Principal 

http://www.malkara.act.edu.au/


 

Reminder! 

Have you completed and returned your school satisfaction 
surveys? 

If not, please do so ASAP! 

Deputy Principal Report 
 

The team working on Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) has commenced 

developing teaching strategies and plans for implementation across the school, with 

a view to commencing the program next year.  We have been working closely with 

Ted, a design student from the University of Canberra, and are thrilled with the 

mascot he has developed for us.  Pogo Possum is a big, cuddly possum who will be 

reinforcing our three expectations: We are Safe, We Learn, We Care.   

 

The fundamental concepts of PBL are: 
 

 clearly defined set of expected behaviours (expectations 

and rules); 

 leadership and school-wide support;  

 common language, vision and experience;  

 procedures for teaching and practicing expected 

behaviours;  

 continuum of procedures for acknowledging expected 

behaviours; 

 continuum of procedures for responding to problem 

behaviours; 

 procedures for record keeping, decision making and 

ongoing monitoring of data. 

We look forward to sharing more information about PBL as the year progresses. 

Dagmar  

 

2018 Public Education Awards 
 

This year we have nominated Caroline Cooper in the category 
of Primary Teacher of the Year. Caroline has worked at Malkara 
School as a special education teacher for the past 6 years. She 
is a progressive and committed teacher, dedicated to improving 
outcomes for her students with complex physical and 
intellectual disabilities.  She provides an inspiring, cutting-edge 
teaching program, and is committed to making ‘every moment a 
teaching moment’. This is evident in the high levels of 
engagement she maintains in her classroom, even with the most 
complex of students. It gives us great pleasure to nominate 
Caroline for this award. 



 

  

Red Rockets 

We love going for a ride. 

We enjoy using 

playdough. 

We like to 

investigate our 

sensory toys. 

We love to 

play in the 

sandpit. 



 

 

We work hard every day! 

The Red Rockets are good at 

being friends. 

We love 

the gym! 



 

 

Science Week at Malkara 
The students at Malkara celebrated Science Week by exploring ‘How 

Things Move’.  All the students participated in guided investigations and 

made observations using their senses. By making and observing 

aeroplanes, helicopters, sock throws and frisbees the students learnt 

that the shape and material of objects affect how they move.  

Lachie made a plane out 

of one sheet of paper. 

David’s plane was made out 

of a straw and paper circles. 

Mauve Room’s planes went 

around Australia. 

Opal bent the rotors of 

her helicopter to get 

better flight. 

Callum flew his kite in the 

corridor and outside. The wind 

outside made his kite fly high. 

Seb’s sock throw went 

up, up, up. Inside, it hit 

the ceiling. Outside, oops 

it got stuck in a tree! 

Charmayne Tinkler, Teacher 



 

 

Student Injury Insurance and Ambulance Transport 
 

The Education Directorate does not provide any insurance cover for injury, disease or 
illness to students resulting from school activities or school -organised excursions. Claims 
for compensation are met where there is a legal liability to do so.  Liability is not 
automatic and depends on the circumstances in which any injury, disease or illness was 
sustained. 
 
As there is no automatic insurance cover for personal injury if 
your child is injured at school or during a school organised 
activity/excursion you should therefore consider whether taking 
out personal insurance cover for your child is warranted. 
 
This insurance might cover contingencies including medical/hospital expenses, 
ambulance transport outside the ACT, and cancellation of transport/accommodation  or 
loss of/damage to luggage. 
 
The ACT Ambulance Service provides free ambulance transport for students who are 
injured or suddenly become ill at school or during an approved school organised activity 
within the ACT. 

    Father’s Day Stall 
On Friday 31st August (tomorrow) we will 

be holding a Father’s Day Stall. 

All classes will come to the stall throughout the day so each child has 

the opportunity to purchase a special gift for their dad or loved one.  

Volunteers from the P&C Committee will be there to help run the stall.  

All gifts are $2.00 each 

We would appreciate if money can be sent to school on the day. 
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Sexual Health and Family Planning ACT (SHFPACT) are proud to announce 
dates for the next ‘Preparing for Periods’ course.  

  

Preparing for Periods is a program tailored specifically for girls (aged 8 to 13) living with 
intellectual disability and/or Autism Spectrum Disorder, to help them understand their bodies 
and growing up. This program teaches practical skills using visual and conceptual tools to help 
prepare for and manage the physical, social and emotional changes that occur during puberty. 

 

The program focuses on: 
 

  Understanding the concept of consent 
  How bodies grow and change throughout puberty 
  Identifying public and private body parts, places and behaviours 
  Different methods to manage periods 
  Healthy and hygienic habits 
  Private help and private helpers 
  Protective behaviours to prevent abuse and stay healthy 
 

Parents and carers will be introduced to the course content in a 2 hour session during the week 
prior to the course to facilitate a better understanding of some of the complexities that the girls 
may encounter. A 4 week course will follow for the girls who will be joined by their parent and/
or carer who can help with their individual learning needs. 

 

Sessions: Parent/Carer session: Monday 24 September, 5:00pm – 7:00pm PLUS  
Girls sessions: Monday 1, Tuesday 2, Monday 8 & Tuesday 9 October 2018, 10:00am – 12:00pm. 
Venue: SHFPACT, Level 1, 28 University Avenue, Canberra  
NDIS Categories Applicable: Increased Social and Community Participation and Improved 
Relationships 
Cost: NDIS $1422.48; NON--‐NDIS $1560 (GST included); Limited scholarships available 
Booking and Enquiries: training@shfpact.org.au or 02 6247 3077 

 

mailto:training@shfpact.org


 



 



 



 

I am so excited to share with everyone the launch 
of "The Inclusion Project" by A.Typical Mum 
 

Inspired by our son Romeo, The Inclusion Project 
is a series of photographic portraits celebrating 
the lives of young children with special needs and 
their families in and around Canberra, Australia! 
100% of the small participation fee for each 
session will be put back into our Canberra 
community to create a more inclusive 
environment for children with special needs! 
 

You can find out more here: https://
iacullotimberflooring.com.au/wp/charity-
projects/  Or you can visit my page:  
https://m.facebook.com/atypicalmum/  
 

Get sharing and I cannot wait to see all of your 
beautiful families in front of my lens!” 

https://iacullotimberflooring.com.au/wp/charity-projects/
https://iacullotimberflooring.com.au/wp/charity-projects/
https://iacullotimberflooring.com.au/wp/charity-projects/
https://m.facebook.com/atypicalmum/


 


