
 
Dear Families 
 
The start of the year is going smoothly across the school;  class groups are settling into 
routines that will support student learning and class identities are being established. 
 
The focus for all teachers at this time of the year is building positive relationships with 
each child in their class. Research shows that children learn best when they have a positive 
relationship with their teacher and feel safe and supported, so it is vital that we take this 
time at the beginning of each year to get to know each child before class programs start. 
 
As we move into weeks 3 and 4 of the term teachers will be working through a number of 
assessments for each child, looking at their skills in areas such as reading, writing, maths, 
and communication, in preparation for ILP meetings with parents in week 5. You will 
receive more information about these ILP meetings next week. 
 
I extend my sincere thanks to our wonderful  P & C who provided a scrumptious supper for 
our Meet and Greet session on Tuesday evening. The evening was well attended and it 
was a great  opportunity to connect with other parents over a bite to eat and a glass of 
wine. We shared a bit about what was in store for Malkara this year and were able to 
answer questions parents had. Of importance to me too was the opportunity to get 
feedback from parents on three questions: 
 

 What are we doing well? 
 What could we do better? 
 What would you like more of? 
 

I have compiled the answers to these questions and the information will help to shape 
some of our actions this year.  
 
If you could not make the session this week but would like to attend future events, we will 
be holding regular sessions across the year, beginning with a reading workshop coming up 
in week 6 this term- Wednesday 14 March. An invitation will be sent out in coming weeks. 
 
Once again, our smooth start to the year would not have been possible without a great 
deal of organisation and work- thank you to every staff member for the work you have put 
into being ready for day 1. In particular I thank Michelle and Mark for their dedication,  
hard work and always cheerful responses to never-ending requests from us all! 
 
Kind regards 
 

Allison Chapman 

Principal 

16 February 2018 

Diary Dates: 

 ILP Parent evening 
Tuesday 6 March 

 ILP Parent afternoon 
Thursday 8 March 

 Canberra Day 
Monday 12 March 

 Parent Reading 
Workshop 

Wednesday 14 March 

 Harmony Day 
Wednesday 21 March 

 Easter  
30 March - 2 April 

 Last day of Term 1 
Friday 13 April 

 First day of Term 2 
 Monday 30 April 
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Deputy Principal Report 
 

As we start the new school year, therapists have begun contacting me regarding therapy at the 
school this year.  We have asked them to wait for three weeks to allow the students to settle into 
school, provide teachers with some time to get to know the students and to ensure that class 
timetables are finalised.  Balancing the provision of therapy, given the number of requests we 
receive, can be challenging.  As you can imagine, we have had to establish clear protocols for therapy 
provision in our school, to ensure that Education Directorate policies are followed, along with 
balancing the education programs and capacity of the classrooms to have visitors in the room.  
Individual student needs and the needs of the whole class are always at our core of our decisions.  
  
Prior to agreement for therapy services to be conducted at the school, three key steps need to be 
undertaken: 
  
1. Written consent must be provided – we send home forms to families granting us permission to 

communicate with the therapy provider. 
 

2. We need to be advised of the type of service the therapist is providing. This could include: 
 

 matters relating to equipment purchase or review 

 observation of the student in class 

 preparation of individual plans for mealtime assistance, manual handling or behaviour 
support required by the school. 

  
3. When each therapist visits the school, we are required to follow a rigorous induction.  During 

this we check for: 
 

 Current insurance, including public liability, professional indemnity insurance and workers 
compensation and personal accident cover 

 Working with Vulnerable People card and/or AHRPA card 

 Signed copy of Code of Conduct  

 Visitor Nomination Form. 
  

If therapists, following parent request, wish to provide ongoing therapy within school hours, they 
need to make an appointment to speak with me.  At this time the request will be assessed, with 
careful consideration given to the alignment with the education program and classroom capacity. A 
service agreement between Malkara School and the therapist will be developed and a review date 
determined – a copy will be sent home to families.  If the classroom has received too many requests 
for therapists, we will need to review the requests and set time frames for therapy delivery.  This will 
ensure equity for students, so if the request cannot be met immediately, it will be scheduled for later 
in the year.   
Therapists working in class are requested to provide a written summary to the classroom teacher.  
We look forward to working alongside therapists, sharing ideas and strategies to support students in 
our school.   Please feel free to talk to me at any time if you have any questions. 
  

Dagmar 



Communication at Malkara 
 

We always love to hear from you about your child. So that we can respond in the most 
appropriate way we’d like to remind you of a few things:  
 

 Communication about absences, drop-offs/pick-ups and buses should always be a 
phone call to the front office to let Brooke know. She will pass messages on to 
teachers.  

 
 Our staff members are completely focused on the children while they are at school, so 

phone calls during the day to teachers can sometimes be problematic. If you ring and 
leave a message for a teacher, they will endeavour to return your call on the same day; 
however it may be up to 24 hours before they get back to you.  

 
 Emails are an excellent form of communication but again, the busy-ness of our school 

means that sometimes there may be not be an immediate response. Teachers will 
endeavour to respond to an email on the day it is sent, however it may be up to 2 days 
before they are able to reply. 

 
We’re looking forward to productive partnerships with all our 
families this year. 
 

Allison 

Reminder - return forms to school 
Important forms were sent home in an envelope this week to every family: 

   Student information checklist 

   Voluntary contribution invoices 

 

This check list is extremely important. It represents all the 

information we have in our database. The information you 

gave when your child enrolled may be quite different now. 

Please take the time to check, make any changes required, 

sign the front page and return to school as soon as possible.  



 

ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP? 
 

The Preschool and Kindergarten area would be most appreciative of some clothing 

donations to boost their much depleted emergency clothing reserve.  We use these 

for children who need a change of clothes during the day for varied reasons.   

If you have clothes (in good condition) your child may have grown out of, we need 

clothes, including shoes and socks for ages 3 – 6 years.   

These could include:  

  t-shirts (long and short sleeve), jumpers/jackets, shorts, trousers,    

sun hats, beanies, gloves.  We thank you.  

Student Injury Insurance and Ambulance Transport 
 

The Education Directorate does not provide any insurance cover for injury, 
disease or illness to students resulting from school activities or school -
organised excursions. Claims for compensation are met where there is a 
legal liability to do so.  Liability is not automatic and depends on the 
circumstances in which any injury, disease or illness was sustained. 
 
As there is no automatic insurance cover for personal injury if your child is injured at school or 
during a school organised activity/excursion you should therefore consider whether taking out 
personal insurance cover for your child is warranted. 
 
This insurance might cover contingencies including medical/hospital expenses, ambulance 
transport outside the ACT, and cancellation of transport/accommodation  or loss of/damage to 
luggage. 
 
The ACT Ambulance Service provides free ambulance transport for students who are injured or 
suddenly become ill at school or during an approved school organised activity within the ACT. 





Start collecting for Malkara! 
 

We are participating in the ‘Sport for Schools’ program. If you shop at 
Coles we would be grateful to receive your vouchers - please send 

them to school with your child.  We thank you in advance!  
















