8 May 2020

Diary Dates:

Dear Families,
n

As we go to publication of the newsletter this week, plans for a return to normal school operation in
coming weeks have been released by the media. Please be assured that we will communicate all
information about how this will look as we receive it from the Education Directorate.
n

• Staggered return dates
Mon 18 May
Kindergarten, Years 1 and 2
Mon 25 May
Years 3 and 4
Tues 2 June
Years 5 and 6

I hope that you are settling into a routine at home now and accessing the learning your class teachers
are providing via your Seesaw connection. Our teachers are really loving the positive feedback you are
giving them and frequently share your comments and photos with me. We are monitoring student
interaction with remote learning activities in much the same way we monitor student attendance at
school; it’s important that your class teacher has regular contact/feedback from you at this time, either
via email or Seesaw. As restrictions across the community are being reviewed and gradually relaxed, the
ACT Government is working on how and when schools can return to face to face learning.
n

We have now received the Chromebooks that will be loaned out to all ACT Directorate students in years
4-6. We are in the process of updating student log-ons for each device and will be in touch with families
about how they will be distributed. If your child is attending the Safe and Supervised Site (SSS), the
device will remain on site so that remote learning can be accessed during the day.

Inside this issue:
Home learning photos
Malkara 50yrs ago
Malkara birthdays
Work upgrades

n

The SSS at Malkara is being managed by Dagmar Martin, with the assistance of Janelle Munson. A
skeleton staff of volunteer LSAs is rostered to support students and this is complemented by a group of
support workers from Communities @ Work (C@W). We have a skeleton staff of volunteer teachers
who are rostered two per day to supervise the student groups. The Malkara SSS is available for other
schools in our network cluster as needed so we also have students from other schools attending the
site. The Directorate is supporting staffing by providing volunteer staff from other schools as needed.
During the day, LSAs and CAW workers support students to access remote learning, within a routine of
scheduled in-class and play times across the day. It looks very different to the way Malkara usually
operates as a school. If you have any questions about the site, you can contact either Dagmar or me for
more information.
n

As you will be aware, 2020 is the 50th anniversary of the opening of Malkara. Our amazing P & C has had
to put all plans for a gala celebration on hold at this time due to the uncertainty of how the coming
months will look. In the meantime, I hope to be able to regularly share information with you about the
early days of our school. In the newsletter this week you will find some scanned images from a
newspaper article that was published in the first few weeks of the school opening. I was recently sent
the article by Mrs Roslyn Joslin who was principal at the time and still lives in Canberra. Some
interesting points to note from the article:
- The language used at the time in reference to disability would be considered by many now to be quite
offensive
- The use of both first and surnames when identifying the students in the photos- not our practice these
days
- The length of the teacher’s hemline- none of us can understand how she comfortably interacted with
the students in that particular dress!
It was such a thrill to receive the article in the mail and my sincere thanks go Mrs Joslin for sending it in.
n

Our teachers are keen to support remote learning in whatever way you need; please don’t hesitate to
ask or provide feedback.
n

Kind regards
Allison

Some photos from
our students
working hard from
home.

Malkara Then and Now….

50 Years On

Works within the school
During the term break we had a number of works happening across the school:
•
•

Upgrade of soft fall surface under one of our swings
Upgrade of the Emerald courtyard including extending the area and installing soft fall
surface
• Upgrade of the Emerald classroom to create a quiet sensory room
• Installation of swipe access in the Lilac and Emerald areas
• Painting of most areas of the interior of the school
• Upgrade of two staff bathrooms
• Student kitchen/therapy storeroom project commenced
• Upgrade of previous therapy storeroom to become a teacher office space for early ed
teachers
• Installation of an overhead hoist in the early ed bathroom
As you can imagine, it was a hectic couple of weeks and our thanks go to Mark for project
managing the site, in collaboration with Michelle. Much of the funding for the work came
from the Education Directorate as part of an economic stimulus package. As part of the
package we were also able to submit a large order for some furniture that will go into
classrooms and the library in the near future.

A podcast worth listening too
Listen to Mandy and Kate laugh (a lot) and cry as they chat to
each other and friends about parenting multiples with
disabilities and additional needs.

Every Human Website
https://everyhuman.com.au/

Happy Birthday
While we have been away from school we have
missed celebrating some students
birthdays.
From all the staff at Malkara we want to wish:

Christopher

Jo Jo
Sam

Joey
Nikola
A very happy birthday!!

