Malkara School using iPads to enable student communication
For students at Malkara, iPads are more than just a toy.  The technology gives them a chance to be heard.
 This Ipad is a lifeline for nine year old Christian and his mother Sarah. Christian has an intellectual disability but better than that he is an amazing kid and like any other kid and he wants to communicate.  Most students at Malkara are non-verbal with many having limited language skills but through a voice output program and vocabulary book called PODD, students can find their voice.  It's as simple as a touch of a button or

a point of a finger. 
Christian loves it here at Malkara School and I think one of the reasons he loves it here is because

his needs get met because they're being communicated.   The technique is called augmentative and alternative
Communication, AAC and it's challenging the way kids with an intellectual disability learn.  If they don't have a system, they don't have a voice, and then we're actually doing them an injustice.  Think how hard it is for a child that doesn't have a tongue, this gives them a tongue. Last month the school won a national award from the International AAC body for their tireless commitment. The school's been recognized because they are committed to becoming a school that practices AAC daily and ensures that every student at Malkara School has a voice.  A small reward for all their hard work it may be a difficult challenge to ensure all students have a voice but it mean students like Christians can thrive.
